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                          NEWSLETTER 
 
MICHAELMAS TERM                                               No 6/2011    
  

 
Dear Parents 

 
At the end of each term, one of my last tasks is to read through each report 
card and add a comment for each boy. Having just completed this process 
at the end not only of this term, but of this year, I would like to reflect briefly 
on what has been another good year in the life of St John‟s College. 
 

One of the highlights has been the enjoyment of our new facilities.  We were 
all happy when the builders finally left and we were able to start enjoying the 
new spaces: the pedestrian walkway, the Alan Wilcock Vulindlela Centre, 
the new Geography and English classrooms, the Rene England Auditorium 
and the new boarding houses.  The new facilities have changed the 
dynamic of the school for the better. The flow for boys between periods is 
easy and relaxed, and they no longer need to push and shove through 
confined spaces.    No longer do we have motor cars weaving their way 
through boys in St David Road. This has eased the stress and added to the 
harmony and purpose of St John‟s College.  The School is looking beautiful.   
We are blessed. 
 

The arrival of the Villa sculptures has added a new dimension and abstract delight to young growing minds.  
The statues have led us to question our thinking and have challenged our perceptions of truth, beauty and 
goodness.  That is what art must do, and I believe that we need to enjoy contemporary art at St John‟s 
College.  I am delighted to announce that in association with the Gordon Schachat Art Foundation and their 
Curator, Ms Jeannine Howse, we will be having a young artist in residence here at St John‟s next year.  
The artist will work and create a piece of contemporary art and the boys will be able to follow and 
experience this creative process. 
 

On the sports front we ended the year on a high note by winning the national Water Polo tournament at St 
Stithians, beating Reddam College from Cape Town in the final.  During the same weekend we won the 
Gauteng Rowing Championships and the Senior 8.  We also beat St Stithians by a big margin in the 1st 
Team Basketball, and our Cricket team beat Jeppe to get through to the 4th round of the Jonny Waite 20/20 
Knockout Competition.  In contrast to the rather dismal rugby season, our other sporting teams have shone 
and we congratulate them. As far as rugby is concerned, we have set some important targets for coaches 
and players for next year.  The challenge is for us to win all our games at the A-Team level against the 
„Saint schools‟: these  are St Stithians, St Andrew‟s (Bloemfontein), St David‟s, St Alban‟s and St 
Benedict‟s.  This will require commitment from coaches, players and parents.  I do believe we have the 
talent in the coaches and the boys alike, and that this is a „smart goal‟ – i.e. it is specific, measurable, 
attainable, realistic and within a time frame.  Mr Stefan Lourens and Mr Morné Heunis will be leading this 
challenge with my support. They will also be coaching the 1st Team. This goal requires that our boys 
exercise during the holidays to build their strength and fitness, so I ask you to please encourage your boys 
to put in the necessary hard work. 
 

At Speech Day and Prize Giving, I reflected on the amazing Art, Music and Drama programmes that enrich 
our lives at St John‟s.  I do wish to thank Dr Ben Oosthuizen, Mr Russell Untiedt and Mrs Lorna Culwick, as 
well as all the staff who so ably support them.  Mrs Culwick and Mrs Scholes both retire at the end of this 
year, and Ms Coetzee leaves us to take up a post as HOD: Art at St Benedict‟s.  We have said goodbye, 
and thanked them for their wonderful service to St John‟s.  We will have a new team in the Art department 
next year, bringing fresh ideas, and new vigour.  Mrs Leslie Mackenzie van Bavel, previously HOD at Holy 
Rosary, and Ms Karin Bezuidenhout, previously HOD at Pretoria Boys‟ High, are both joining the staff. 
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This year has been busy, stimulating and challenging.  The Lower IV‟s ended the year with a strenuous 12-
day hike in KwaZulu Natal.  The value of this challenge will only be realised later, but without doubt, as 
Father Jacques Pretorius describes in his letter, it was a character building experience, and a real rite of 
passage. 
 

We wish Mr Sean Wilson all the best in his new post as Deputy Headmaster of Jeppe. We also wish Mr 
Norman McFarland and Mrs Lorraine Tandy a happy retirement. 
 

I do thank all the staff for their enormous contribution to the lives of your sons, and take this opportunity to 
wish our St John‟s Community a very blessed Christmas.  May the new year bring us all much joy and 
blessing.  Travel safely, and enjoy your time together as families. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Roger Cameron 
Headmaster 
 

 
 

IHLANE – A Wilderness Rites of Passage for LIV’s 
 

The LIV‟s returned on the last day of term from their Rites of Passage 12 day Wilderness Journey. The rationale for 
enabling this experience to happen is to provide an appropriately physically and emotionally challenging, communal 
rites of passage experience, for young adolescents. We do so in a culture and a time in which there is a significant 
absence of rituals of belonging. Every young man needs “experiences” which: address his deep desire to know 
himself in relation to his Father or a significant Father figure;  test his emotional and physical limits in relation to his 
peer group; and give him the affirmation of belonging from older peers as a result of a „shared rites of passage”. When 
these “needs” are not adequately met, inappropriate substitutes like bullying, substance abuse, physical violence and 
inappropriate sexual activity are often sought after in varying degrees. 
 

The journey for our boys involved an overnight train trip to KZN, 7 days hiking in the dry valley bushveld of the KZN 
midlands and concluding with 3 days in the hills and caves of the Southern Drakensberg. Each boy was part of a 
group of between 8 and 10 boys, led by a Wilderness Leadership School (WLS) guide. These trained guides 
facilitated each group‟s process of connecting with nature which exposed them to ways of thinking that enabled them 
to identify and consider alternatives to their current way of life. Beneath the lessons in outdoor survival skills, natural 
history, communication, team work and leadership, the boys also came to know: a sense of community, a sense of 
self, and a sense of place.  
 

Our boys have returned having conversations which express: a deep appreciation and gratitude to their parents for 
who they are and what they make possible for them; a sense of having dug deep to discover a resilience which 
enabled them to complete a hard and emotionally challenging, yet profoundly worthwhile journey; and lastly a sense of 
having become far more ecologically aware and conscious of their use (often wasteful) of limited natural resources. 
My sense is that boys have returned home empowered by renewed creative energy, an expanded world view and a 
greater sense of hope for their future. 
 

Fr Jaques Pretorius 
Chaplain 
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 Dead Ned 
 Dead Ned  

                                                                                                                            

   

 
 
                  Preparing to leave 
 
 

 
          

          Sharing Lunch 

 

 

 

 

 
Dead Ned 

http://www.theclipartdirectory.com/clipart/Camping/Camper3_tnb.html
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ACADEMIC COLOURS – MICHAELMAS TERM 
 

Kyle Robertson 
Pele Collins 

Mohammed Kaskar 
Owen Newton-Hill 
Niels Kuehnemann 

 

 
 

MUSIC 
 

MICHAELMAS TERM MUSIC AWARDS – 2011 
 

Honours 
 

Shuo Cheng 
Brian Moore 

Jason Smythe 
 

Colours 
 

David Arnot 
Kevin Murning 
Jason Strong 

 
Half-Colours 

 
Adrian Jennings 

Benedict Didcott-Marr 
Christopher Huntley 
Jon-Luc Robinson 

Luke Auret 
Matthew Lillie 

S‟bo Nene 
Wesley Fletcher 

 
 

TThe St John’s Ensemble entered the Trinity Guildhall Examinations – Intermediate Recital and passed 
with distinction:  
 
 

Shuo Cheng - Piano 
Bryan Moore - Cello 

Vincent Pansegrouw - Recorder 
Kaleem Ahmid - Recorder 

 
 
 

The following boys passed their Associated Board of the Royal School of Music theory exam:  

James Batchelor  
Rowan Batzofin  
Michael Davies  
Stephen de Souza  
Aashish Diayar  
Christoff du Plessis  
Daniel Erasmus  
Stephen Havenga 

Mikhail Kolabhai  
Kiyan Kurji  
Robin Lavers  
Eric McLaughlin  
Hamish Mollett  
Robert Nutt  
Vincent Pansegrouw  
Alex van der Hoven 

Prashant Venkatakrishnan  
Dakalo Ramokgopa  
Shaun Kopolo  
Sbonakaliso Nene  
Jon-Luc Robinson  
Brett van Staden  
Maurice Manana 

 

 

http://www.allfree-clipart.com/Music/index2.html
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Writer-in-residence 
A first at St John’s 

 
For some time the English Department has coveted the idea of hosting a writer-in-residence – a practising 
poet/novelist/wordmonger who would be available on campus for an extended period, who would teach, guide, hold 
consultations and inspire aspiring writers, both in groups and individually. From time to time we hold writing workshops 
(the most recent in the Easter Term of 2011) or host guest speakers, but these occasions do not allow for process 
writing, proper feedback or development of a working relationship between writer and mentor.  
 

We hope now to fill this gap with our first writer- in-residence, Sally-Ann Murray, who will be at St John’s during the 
week of February 13.  
 
Professor Sally-Ann Murray lectures in literature and creative writing in the Department of English Studies at the 
University of Kwa-Zulu-Natal. She is the author of the novel Small Moving Parts (Kwela), which was nominated as one 

of the Sunday Independent‟s „Books of the Year‟ for 2009. In 2010, this novel won the M-Net Award for English 
Fiction and the Herman Charles Bosman Prize, and was short-listed for the University of Johannesburg Prize and the 
Sunday Times Fiction Award. Murray also has two poetry collections – Shifting and open season – and her poetry has 
received the Sanlam Literary Award and the Arthur Nortje/ Vita Award. She has facilitated numerous writing 
workshops in Durban, Johannesburg and Pretoria, and her interest in the creative arts is wide: she has collaborated 
with the Flatfoot Dance Company to write poetry text for the production Premonitions; she has contributed academic 

papers to artists‟ catalogues and, as a participant in the Poetry Africa Festival she exhibited Circumstances, an 

art/poetry installation of „odd-boxes‟ which pushed the boundaries between poetry as found object and crafted 
artefact.  
 
Further details of the writer-in-residence programme will be available early in the new year. There will be opportunities 
for boys interested in writing to work with Professor Murray, and there will be evening events at which parents and 

friends will be most welcome. In the meantime, here is some of Sally-Ann Murray’s work, as an aperitif.  
 

We hope that this new initiative will become part of the ongoing enrichment that St John’s strives to offer.  
 

Poetry lesson 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

We sat in class.  
The teacher said:  
write me a poem  
straight from your head.  
A poem about Life. For 40 minutes there I sat and thought.  
But nothing. Naught  
there was that came to pass.  
I simply sat.  
I sat in class.  
 
Later, on my bed I lay  
my weary head and thought. 
And then instead I ran  
a bath, arid sought  
the meaning of life  
in the water that puddled my navel. 
Everything was very muddled.  
 
Full of despair was I, and woe.  
Dejected. I knew not where to turn (or go).  
So I sat myself straight-backed chair  
and reflected.  
And sucked my pencil until there  
was the taste of blood and wood and spit and tears,  
and the pencil, newly nourished, gave the lie unto my fears: for lo, 
the woody implement began to increment.  
In other words, the pencil grew.  
It grew into a twiggy form  
and from the twig was born  
a branch so big the branch became a greening tree,  
with leaves and bark and natural symmetry.  
 
Perhaps, though, I should emphasise  
my bedroom is of moderate size.  
In fact, my room is small, and I felt the space grow ever smaller  
as the trees grew more, and ever taller.  
My mind was overwhelmed by shade  
so I took a chopper to the glade.  
I had to strike but once or twice  
and in a thrice the gloomy glade  
I made into an orchard.  
 
Oh the fruits of my toil: from valley to hill to knoll  
the beauty of my handiwork was seen to roll  
in satisfying patterns of designed control  
Recall how such trees grow,  
deliberately, in row upon row, trained from crown to root,  
giving everything to fruit. 

At last the gloom was gone  
and my bedroom shone with golden sun.  
Eating: now an apple, now an orange, now a pear,  
I studied with great care what my craft had wrought  
around the wood of a pencil, the thought  
of a simple tree.  
 
But something bothered me,  
for I saw that whether in forest glade or orchard  
there is in 'tree' no necessary organic unity.  
I can try using 'tree' to give meaning to life,  
but the link is arbitrary.  
For over here: a family, more than one generation,  
is squatting near Cato Manor  
under the family tree against wind and rain and Sun  
and human nature.  
Over there, even in the suburbs, a domestic branch of another 
family uprooted by the Master's death,  
is felled from the familiar, falls  
onto a road that branches infinitely  
yet promises to leave them  
nowhere closer to the tree of life.  
That's also part of the poetry.  
 
How wrong, of course, they think I am at school.  
I am a fool, or have a fever.  
The teacher, can you believe her,  
a large perplexed and leafless face  
rustles her papers restlessly, all over and around me:  
Where's your poem about Life?  
What does all this waffle mean?  
 
I say nothing, very politely,  
and hand these pages over in a stirring breeze.  
 
Poem  
 
It is. And about life. In this city. 
  
Though since I'm just a poet and not a visionary you must 
allow that 'meaning': it's not only up to me. 
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Excursion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PHOTOGRAPHY  
 
We have decided to re-introduce the photographer of the year award which was last awarded at least 15 
years ago.  
 
This year the winner was chosen from the ranks of the photography club but from next year we would like 
to open this up to any boy who wants to participate. It is also hoped that this will act as an incentive for 
boys to get involved as photographers for their houses. Photographs provide an important record of a 
school’s history as well as providing a creative outlet for those of us who are don’t have natural artistic 
talent so I would encourage as many boys as possible to participate.  
 

Our congratulations go to this year’s winner: Daniel Zilesnick.  
 
Richard Venter  
Master-in-Charge 
 

 

 
SPORTS NEWS  
 
Chess 
 
 
 

A public holiday, ray-banned and riding  
the N2. Rushed tar ribbons past cane and bush,  
against industry, townships, suburbs, sidings.  
Sky, sea, in deep trueblueness,.blink suddenly lush  
 
Upon the sightseeing retina. Being here, though, is the  
daily trek in taxis, busses, cars. People carted in to work  
and study in a beach-bellied city still barricaded against  
Kwa Mashu, Umlazi, Canaan.  
 
Here chokes the Mgeni, wending, unwinding its length  
along lives half hidden: drums, tin, plastic, wattle; shacks  
made homely with cooking and kids and the slow strength  
of living that's flapped in the washing. mapped in the tracks  
 
between stands. But which view is staged  
by the travelling eye as the land is razed  
in a daze of speeding? Billboards flash futures, signs graze  
the gaze without staining the fingers.  
 
Silent in noise the cars drive by,  
the cars fast forward on the four-lane road.  
Past cane and shacks with our history-heavy load 
we bullet past people in the steamy summer haze,  
Durban gleaming larger, a first-world 50 kays. 

 

 

Five-a-Side  
1. Jonathan Georgiades  

2. Neil Viviers  

3. George Varughese  

4. Jaishil Modi  

5. Nick Lambropoulos  

 

High Schools League  
1. Jaishil Modi  

2. Neil Viviers  

3. George Varughese  

4. Hano Prinsloo  

5. Jonathan Georgiades  

6. Nick Lampropoulos  

7. Eric McLaughlin  

8. Aaron Krishna  

 Chess House Matches – Winner 
 

Hill 
 

Captain – Jonathan Georgiades 

 

 

http://www.google.co.za/maps?q=durban&layer=c&ll=-29.827112,31.029810&cbll=-29.827112,31.029810&photoid=po-32970636&z=11&ei=cFHXTuW8Do3FswbozqjlCw&sa=X&oi=geocode_result&ct=photo-link&cd=6&resnum=1&ved=0CCoQ8wEoBTAA
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Water Polo  
 
The following boys have made the Gauteng Water Polo teams:  
 
Gauteng U19A   - Alex du Plessis, Lloyd v d Griendt Wesley Antonites  
U19B     -  Julian Cowper, Charles Verwer, Jaryd Stevenson  
U16A     -  Dan Trninic, Roarke Olver, Luke Penney, Brett van Staden, Alex  

Kuttschreuter, Neil Vosloo and Nicholas McLaughlan  
U16B     -  Jonty Fletcher  
U15A     -  Devon Henson, Blake Skirving and Jason Chemaly  
U14A     -  Matthew Irvine, Andre Venter, Hugh Ledlie  
 
Results of the St Stithians 1st Team Water Polo Invitational National Tournament played from Friday, 28 to 
Sunday, 30 October 2011.  
 
Pool games:  
vs. Crawford College    won 10 - 3  
vs. Hilton College    won 5 - 2  
vs. St Alban‟s College   won 6 - 2  
 
Quarter final:  
vs. King Edward VII School   won 14 – 9 
  
Semi-final:  
vs. Clifton College (KZN)   won 3 - 2  
 
Final:  
vs. Reddam House (CT)  won 11 – 8 after penalty shoot-out (regular score after the game plus 

two extra times was 8 – 8)  
 
St John’s 1st Team:  
 
1. Alex Kuttschreuter  

2. Wesley Antonites (Capt.)  

3. Jarryd Stephenson  

4. Dan Trninic  

5. Charles Verwer  

6. Ivan Karlovic  

7. Julian Cowper (Capt.)  

8. Nicolas Martin  

9. Brett van Staden  

10. Devon Henson  

11. Niel Vosloo  

12. Roarke Olver  

13. Luke Penney  

14. Nicholas McLaughlin  
 
Manager: Nardus Badenhorst  
Coach: Vlad Trninic  
 
Wesley Antonites, Devon Henson and Dan Trninic were selected for the “Team of the Tournament” – best 
13 players.  
 
St John’s 1st Team is by far the most successful school in the history of the tournament and have won this 
tournament 8 times in the past 11 years, and 9 times since the inauguration of the tournament in 1994. 
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Rugby  
 
Demetri Catrakilis - Fleming 2007 - Played for the  
Western Province Currie Cup team and has donated  
his team jersey to the school. 
 

 

 

 
              Demetri in action 
 

 
 

SCUBA DIVING TOUR 
 

 

 
 

St Johnôs College is arranging a Scuba experience in 
PUERTO GALERA ISLAND- Philippines 

 
There will be an information evening on Tuesday (January 10th) 

See the diary for more details or email vanschoor@sjc.co.za 
 
 

 
 

JUDO 
 

 
Congratulations to Logan Geldenhuys – Remove (Fleming) on being announced as the Champion for 
Central Gauteng Judo in his age and weight group and for his participation in the Judo for Peace, SA Open 
Judo Championships. 
 
 

 
GENERATION EARTH 
 
Lizo Rensburg, President of our Generation Earth School 
Council was selected as one of two youth to speak at the 
opening of the COP17 Summit in Durban, and has been doing 
tremendous work to increase awareness around environmental 
issues at St John‟s College and the wider community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Respect everyone for their individuality or uniqueness just like the leopard who is respected for its spots 
 for no other cat in the bush has the spots like the leopard. 

 
                                                                                                           - Xhosa Saying 

 

 

mailto:vanschoor@sjc.co.za
http://unfccc.int/
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Uniform Matters 
 
Many parents (and I suspect quite a few staff members, too!) are unaware of the existence of the Uniform 
Committee. The committee consists of representatives from the Pre-Prep, Prep and College, as well as 
Marketing, whose purpose is to maintain the uniform standards at St John‟s.  
Any proposed changes to the existing uniform have to be submitted to this committee. The most recent 
uniform changes were to the school tracksuit, for example.  
 
Not only this, but any proposed changes to the existing uniform for sports or cultural tours, including any 
suggestions for the paraphernalia which accompanies these, such as tog bags or caps, have to be 
presented to the committee. This week I came across a Prep boy sporting a red backpack with the Prep 
crest on it, which had definitely not been brought to the committee for approval.  
 
St John‟s needs to guard against the uncontrolled proliferation of items which bears its crest, especially 
when these are of short duration or aimed at a select few in the school pupil body. Associated with this is 
the linking of „sponsored‟ items to corporate logos, which might clash with our existing preferred corporate 
sponsors.  
 
While I am on the subject, I do ask parents to review the basic school uniform regulations and to ensure 
that your sons return to school next year with the correct uniform. Of particular concern recently have been 
the following: 
 

 Blazers: probably most are due for a trip to the dry cleaners at the end of the year. Buttons often 
need replacing and rips attended to by the tailor. 

 Shoes: regular, unpatterned, black leather (i.e. not patent leather), lace-up shoes only. If in doubt, 
go with a school brand such as Bata. 

 Shirts: regular, white school shirts. These are not meant to be contour-hugging second skins, but 
loose and comfortable and the top collar button must be button-able! 

 Tackies: when worn with tracksuits must be predominantly white. 

 Belts: regular black leather belts with a modest buckle. 
 
At St John‟s we strive to maintain standards which, sadly, are far too commonly slipping in many other 
schools. Please assist us to guard against the erosion of our school‟s heritage by ensuring that our uniform 
is worn correctly and proudly. Unfortunately boys will be punished if their uniforms do not meet our 
published regulations. 
 
If there are any questions regarding any issues raised in this notice, please do not hesitate to contact any 
of the Uniform Committee members: 
 
Martin Huysamer (Chairman)  huysamer@stjohnscollege.co.za 
Toni Williams     publicity@stjohnscollege.co.za 
Caryn Chamberlain    shop@stjohnscollege.co.za 
Craig Verdal-Austin (Prep)   verdal@stjohnscollege.co.za 
Jonathan Gunning (Prep)   gunning@stjohnscollege.co.za 
Elizabeth Durell (Pre-Prep)   durell@stjohnscollege.co.za 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

mailto:huysamer@stjohnscollege.co.za
mailto:publicity@stjohnscollege.co.za
mailto:shop@stjohnscollege.co.za
mailto:verdal@stjohnscollege.co.za
mailto:gunning@stjohnscollege.co.za
mailto:durell@stjohnscollege.co.za
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Dear Parents, Scholars and Coaches  
 

THE SCHOOLS SPORTS CONCUSSION PROGRAMME 2012 
 

The Schools Sports Concussion Programme, initiated after the tragic death of schoolboy rugby players 
a few years ago, aims to make contact and collision sports safer by preventing the potentially serious 
consequences of head injury. I am extremely grateful to all coaches, parents and scholars who have co-
operated in helping to evolve our protocols. The protocols are based on international guidelines and form 
the basis of SA Rugby’s concussion protocols and the Boksmart injury prevention programme (see 
www.boksmart.com). In addition I am very pleased to announce our continued association with Panado 
who will help provide educational support. 
  
The annual Sports Concussion Programme fee of R300 for 2012 includes:  
 
•  Sports Concussion Assessment Tool (SCAT) information cards for the school  

•  A school link to www.sportsconcussion.co.za  

•  As many consultations as necessary by a sports doctor after any suspected concussion.  

•  A free baseline computer brain function test before the season (performed at your school or in one  
of our laboratories).  

•  As many follow-up brain function tests as necessary after any concussion.  
•  Return-to-sport guidelines after a concussion. Please note that even if your child has had a previous 

baseline test he or she must be retested annually. This ensures that we have accurate, up-to-date 
information on their brain function. 

  
The purpose of the programme is to return the injured player to sport as soon as is safely possible. As per 
current international guidelines which emphasise that returning to play is a medical decision, the Schools 
Sports Concussion Programme is managed by doctors experienced in concussion assessments. At no time 
should a player be returned to sport following a concussion without being thoroughly assessed by a doctor.  
 
We place most emphasis on the repeated examination of the concussed child by a doctor and hence offer 
as many consultations as required until the clinical criteria are satisfied for return to play. Central to the 
success of this project is the baseline computer brain function test which provides us with important 
information against which to compare your child‟s post injury scores. Please contact Julia at 084-678 5000 
or Karen at 011-8839000 to arrange for testing. In 2012 we will also be extending our scope of research to 
examine genetic predisposition to concussion. Please go to www.sportsconcussion.co.za for more 
concussion information.  
 
Yours faithfully  
 

 
 
Dr Jon Patricios  
(011-8839000 / sportsconcussion@mweb.co.za)  
www.sportsconcussion.co.za  
 

“Return to play, the safer way!” 

http://www.sportsconcussion.co.za/
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ST JOHN’S PARISH 
 

In the evening of Sunday 27th November, I joined the Pre-Prep for the annual “Carols-by-Candlelight” on D-
Field.  It was very special.  As the light of the day faded into one of the perfect early summer evening that 
make Johannesburg so special at this time of year, families enjoying their picnics lit their candles and the 
darkening field was slowly lit by tiny points of light, small beacons of love lighting the pages of the service 
and showing the feasts that all were enjoying.  And the boys and girls of St Johns and Roedean sang the 
story of Christmas with the freshness of a youthful enthusiasm, and read the story from scripture with the 
hesitant confidence of those who have only just mastered the magical art of reading.  It was a tiny island of 
tranquillity in the midst of a frenetic time of year. 
 

How often do we skip those moments of „sanity” because we are so busy keeping up with the pace of life?  
Those moments offer no immediate and obvious “reward” and so we skip them with impunity.  Yet it is often 
these small, inconsequential moments that connect us to the bedrock of life, and anchor our identities to 
something deeper and stronger than ourselves. 
 

The world around us may try to hang onto the moment, but without the meaning.  It seeks to hold the „day‟, 
but cannot maintain the depth.  So, at the moment, the shops and malls are being filled with tinsel and 
twinkling lights, and trees and gifts and reindeers and red.  But any connection with the depth of the story of 
the incarnation – the mystery of the creator God taking human flesh in the shape of a baby, left outside with 
the animals in the stable, and laid in a manger – is lost.  The angel on the top of the tree turns out to be a 
“Holiday Fairy”.  There may be star hanging in the window, but little more.  And we are poorer, and society 
will drift that much more easily, and few people stop and ask “Why do we do this „celebrating and feasting 
and giving gifts‟?”  The 10 year olds in Lower 2 astutely observed that it was to make money. 
 

And yet the story of Christmas speaks eloquently and loudly of our identity and value.  That God „so loved 
the world” (despite our selfishness and blindness and failings) “that He sent His only son”.  This surely is a 
truth that undergirds my identity, and can encourage all my toiling and comfort all my sorrows. 
 

Unfortunately, though understandably, the school closes over Christmas, so often we lose the connection 
of our celebrating to the root.  Therefore may I encourage all of you, wherever you may find yourself over 
Christmas, to connect to the story by joining in one of the myriad services around the country at that time.  
And may each of you, and every family, glimpse again the profound truth of which the angels sang and 
which the Wise Men sought. 
 

On behalf of the St John‟s Chaplains I pray that each of you may know the abundant blessings of God in 
your life at this time of joy and celebration, and in the year ahead. 
 

Ian Stevens 
______________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
For those who will be in Johannesburg over the holidays, some of the churches close to the school have the 
following services.  I’m certain they’d all love you to join them. 
 
St John’s Parish, Houghton;   (meeting in the school‟s Crypt chapel) 
Sunday 5

th 
  09h00 Carol Service  (Followed by a Christmas Party with St Christopher‟s Home) 

Christmas  09h00 Christmas Eucharist 
 
St Augustine’s, Orange Grove;   83 9th Street 
Friday 24

th 
 23h00 Midnight Mass 

Christmas  08h30 Christmas Eucharist 
 
St Luke’s, Orchards;   18 High Road 
Sunday 18

th
   19h00 Carol Service 

Saturday 24
th
   16h00 Children‟s Service 

   23h30 Midnight Eucharist 
Christmas  06h00 Christmas Eucharist (Said) 
   07h30 Christmas Eucharist 
   09h30 Christmas Eucharist 

St Martin’s, Rosebank;   43 Cradock Ave, Dunkeld 
Friday 24

th
  17h00 Children‟s Service 

Christmas  07h30 Christmas Eucharist 
   09h30 Christmas Eucharist 
 
St George’s, Parktown; 7 Sherbourne Rd, Parktown 
Friday 24

th 
         23h00   Christmas Carols and    

                                        Midnight Mass 
Christmas  07h00  Christmas Eucharist (Said) 

 09h00  Christmas Eucharist (Sung) 
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2012 1st Term Cricket Fixtures (NB FIXTURES SUBJECT TO CHANGE DUE TO RAIN AND JOHN WAITE FIXTURES) 

MITCH: MITCHELL;   C RUG: C RUGBY;   JWK: JOHN WAITE KNOCKOUT ;    A/H: ALBERTON HIGH;  MV: MARAIS VILJOEN; LENS: LENASIA 
 

CRICKET: 1
st
 
 
WEEK PRACTICE/TRIAL SCHEDULE  

 
(SATURDAY 14 CRICKET FIXTURES VS ST DAVID’S (SEE FIXTURE LIST)) 

Date Fixture 1
st
  2

nd
  3

rd
  4

th
 5

th
  16a 16b 16c 15a 15b 15c 15d 14a 14b 14c 14d 

6-8 Jan Glenwood Tour A                

14 Jan St David‟s 9-5 H 
Mit 

9-5 H 
Rice  

2-5 A 11-2A 8-11 A 
 

9-5 A  
 

9-1 H 
C Rug 

11-H  
DRug 

9-5 A 1-5 H 
C Rug  

2-5 H 
DRug 

8-11 H 
D Rug 

    

18 Jan CBC Boksburg     H Mit   A   A H Rice    A 

18 Jan St Alban‟s               H C 
Rug 

 

21 Jan St Alban‟s A 9-5 H 9-5 
Mit  

A 1-5 A 9-1  H 9-5 
Rice 

H 9-1 
C Rug 

 A 9-5 A 9-1 H 1-5 
C Rug 

 A 9-5 A 1-5   

25 Jan KES A       A Old 
Ed‟s  

  H Rice H  
C Rug 

  A  

26 Jan KES     H 
Mit 

      H  
Rice 

   H C 
Rug 

28 Jan KES   A 9-1 A 1-5 H 1-5 
Rice 

H 9-1 
Mit 

H 9-1 
Rice 

H 1-5 
CRug 

 A 9-1 A 1-5   H 9-1 
C Rug 

A 9-1 A1-5 

28 Jan Grey A 9-5 A 9-5       A 9-5    A9-5    

29 Jan St Andrew‟s A9-5 A9-5       A9-5    A9-5    

1 Feb  Trinity/Randburg Ran H 
Mit 

      Tri A Ran A  Ran H 
Rice 

 Ran h 
CRug 

 Tri A Ran 
A 

2 Feb Trinity/Randburg Ran H 
Mit 

  Ran H 
Rice 

    Ran A   Ran A Ran h 
CRug 

   

4 Feb Trinity/Randburg Tri 9-5 
H Mit 

RanA 
9-5 

Tri 9-1 
A  

  Tri A 
 9-5 

Ran H 
C Rug  

 Tri 9-5 
H Rice 

Tri A 
1-5 

  Tri A 
 9-5 

Ran A 
9-5 

  

8 Feb  Alberton   H 
Mit 

A   A A  H 9-1 
Rice 

A    H 
Rice 

 

9 Feb King Edward     H Mit        H Rice    H C 
Rug 

11 Feb Alberton H 9-5 
Mit  

A 9-5    A 9-5   A 9-5    H 9-5 
Rice  

H 9-1 
C Rug 

  

15 Feb Parktown   H Mit    H Rice    A    H CRug   A  

16 Feb Parktown     A   A   H Mit HRice    H C 
Rug 

18 Feb Parktown A 9-5 H Mit 
9-5 

   H Rice 
9-5 

  A 9-5    H 9-5 
Rice 

   

29 Feb Jeppe   H Mit A   H Rice H 
CRug  

 A    A   

1 Mar Jeppe     H Mit      H 
Rice 

HC 
Rug  

  A A 

2 Mar Jeppe A 9-5 9-5 H  
Mit 

   9-5 H 
Rice 

  9-5 H 
C Rug 

   9-5 A    

22-27 February  1
ST

 XI St Alban‟s Private School Festival U15A Kingswood Private School Festival  

TEAM DATE  TIME VENUE 

U14 MONDAY 9 JANUARY 14:00-16:00 MITCHELL NETS 

U14 WEDNESDAY 11 JANUARY  12 14:30-17:00 C RUGBY 

U15  WEDNESDAY 11 THURSDAY 12 14:30-17:00 PREP/C RUGBY 

U16 WEDNESDAY 11 THURSDAY 12 14:30-17:00 RICE 

OPEN WEDNESDAY 11 THURSDAY 12 14:30-17:00 MITCHELL 
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