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St John's College Giving Day 2025:
The Next Chapter

The second St John's College Giving Day - The Next Chapter - held on the 29th and
30th of October was an extraordinary success—and an unforgettable celebration of our
community’s generosity. We are thrilled to share that we exceeded our R6 million target,
with our incredible community rallying together to raise R8 655 000 in total.

These funds go towards our Beyond 125 Campaign that aims to raise
R125 million by 2028.

Find out more about the Beyond 125 Campaign
here: https://stiohnscollege.co.za/advancement



https://stjohnscollege.co.za/advancement

ST JOHN'S COLLEGE GIVING DAY 2025: THE NEXT CHAPTER

The Power of Community in Action

Taking place over 36 hours, The Next Chapter Giving Day Campaign was exciting, nerve-
wracking, and ultimately triumphant! Wednesday the 29th started strong with over
R100 000 thathad come in before the official launch at 8am, when a few brave volunteers
arrived to make calls to prospective donors. By the end of the day, we had reached R2
million, still far short of our R6 million target. At /pm, we closed the call centre and went
home in a state of nervous uncertainty.

Thursday the 30th started slowly, but at first break, the boys started coming in to make
calls. First two or three, then ten, then fifteen. Soon, all twenty phones in the call centre
were being shared by two boys at a time, while others waited for a gap. The House
competition was a strong motivating factor, but as they made the calls and received
positive responses, the energy became electric, with cheers going up when a big
donation came in, or when the bell rang to mark the milestones: R3 million... R4 million...
R5 million. At 5.20pm, we hit our R6 million target!
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We then wentinto a bonus round to reach R8 million and ultimately closed the campaign
having raised a total of R8 654 952,

578 individual donations came in, each one a powerful statement of support for the
College and our core initiatives that create access and drive excellence in education.
Doubling was made possible through the pledges of Matching Donors that turned
individual acts of generosity into something truly transformative.

The enormous success of this campaign and the energy and passion shown by everyone
who supported it can only be accounted for by a community who share a common love
for the College and a common belief in the importance of this Venture of Faith: to make
St John's a place that will thrive for generations to come - giving access to excellent
education for deserving young people, who will ultimately go on to make a meaningful
difference in our country and the world.
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Where Your Generosity Made an Impact

Bursaries and Scholarships for the next deserving generation of boys, as well as supporting
the sustainability of our St John's College Academy Programme and enhancing our
world-class facilities, were at the heart of this year’'s Giving Day. With donations received
on the day and matching pledges, we raised the following amounts for our core projects:

Amount Raised by Project Category

s . Academy Sustainability Fund
chool to Decide R495,000

R1,299,000

School of Tomorrow
R2,227,000

Scholarships & Bursaries
R4,633,000

Dedications

“To the next chapter of Centenary students”

“With immense gratitude for six years as part of the
— Siza Gule

magnificent SJC family” — Stuart and Joyanne West
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Scholarships and Bursaries

Funds raised in the general Scholarships and Bursaries category of the Giving Day are
allocated to our Centenary Scholarship Programme, which gives talented boys the
opportunity to attend StJohn'sregardless of their financial circumstances. This scholarship
is truly a life-changing gift for the recipient, as is demonstrated by the exceptional results
achieved year after year by our Centenary Scholars and the impressive contributions
they have made since leaving school, proving that an excellent education is the best gift
you can give, one that will benefit the recipient for the rest of their lives.

The Scholarships and Bursaries category also included fundraising drives for scholarships
named in honour of John Wilder, Adrian Walton and Luke Potter, with heartfelt thanks
to the classmates, friends and families who supported these initiatives with such devotion
in memory of these special Old Johannians.



https://youtu.be/eeoMx7XSwLg
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The St John's College Academy

The StJohn's College and Prep Academies are an after-school teaching programme that
serves boys attending under-resourced schools in our neighbouring communities of
Yeoville, Berea and beyond. The College Academy promotes excellence in Mathematics
and the Sciences, English and other core subjects. The Academy Sustainability Fund
raised R495 000 in donations on the day and Matching Pledges. We aim to grow this
fund over the years to ensure the sustainability of this important project.

o
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Dedications

The School of Tomorrow

The School of Tomorrow is a category that invests in world-class buildings, facilities
and equipment for the College. The following sporting disciplines raised the most in
matching pledges and donations on the day:

¢ Aquatics and Waterpolo: R293 500 on the day from 40 donors, additionally supported
by matching donations of R312 500, for a total of R606 000

e Rowing: R263 000 on the day from 52 Donors, additionally supported by matching
donations of R250 000, for a total of R513 000

e Cricket: R480 000 on the day from 67 donors

e Basketball: R420 000 on the day from 61 Donors

There are many exciting plans to use these funds to enhance our sporting facilities. The
Masters in Charge will work with the Senior Executive to ensure that the best possible
investments are made to benefit the students with the greatest longevity. We look forward
to reporting back to donors on the impact of their contributions as these investments
are made next year.

A note on Matching Funding and doubling of donations. All donations made
on the day are doubled by matching pledges. These pledges are allocated
according to the wishes of the Matching Donor. Therefore, unless the Team
had a matching pledge allocated to their specific initiative (as in the case of

Waterpolo and Rowing), the doubled portion of funds raised on the day will go
to the project selected by the Matching Donor (in most cases to Scholarships
and Bursaries). Donations received after matching pledge funds were exhausted
were not doubled.

If you would like more information on how Matching Funding and the doubling of
donations work, please contact us, and we'll be happy to go over it in more detail with
you: advancement@stjohnscollege.co.za

“A small token of appreciation to an institution “For teaching my son the importance of
that forged my moral compass” — John Gear fighting for what you want” — Anonymous

“Institutions like SJIC have never been more “To an enduring legacy!” — Lester Lalla
important. Lux Vita Caritas!” — Michael Flanagan
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A Heartfelt Thank You

Matching Donors
The Giving Day could not have been such a success without the faith and support of
our Matching Donors. Their pledges enabled us to double every donation made on the
day, which was undoubtedly a major motivating factor. Without their pledges, totalling
R4 225 000, we could not have set such an ambitious target, let alone exceed it by
over R2.5 million!

Thank you to our Matching Donors: Robbie Wilder, Rupert and Liz Worsedale, Andrew
Nolan and Family, Leon Patricios, Helen Preece, Leigh and Jan Kealton, the Sadovnik
Family, Athol and Lori Cochrane, the Redshaw Family, Irvin Khosa and Family, the
van Kerckhoven Family, the Webb Family, and two St John's families who chose to
remain anonymous.

Twenty-Two Teams

Teams were formed organically across the school—some organised by year groups,
others bringing together parents and Old Johannians united by their common passion
and causes close to their hearts. A particular thanks goes to the Team Leaders and
Ambassadors, who were instrumental in bringing these communities together and
encouraging contributions.

Call Centre Volunteers

Our volunteers - students, parents, Old Johannians, staff and past parents - were
exceptional in their willingness to step out of their comfort zones by making calls and
engaging with donors, quickly becoming the heart of the campaign. Their enthusiasm
and genuine commitment demonstrated the values that define the St John's community.

St John's College Students

The courage, confidence and enthusiasm of the St John's students who manned the
phones were perhaps the most inspiring aspect of the Giving Day. We received feedback
from many who got calls, telling us how polite, erudite, humble, and committed to
the College the boys were. It was their passion for their school that inspired many to
give, and they are the proof that St John's College produces young men and women
of character.

Sponsors

We would like to acknowledge and thank the many sponsors who helped us make the
day a success. Thank you to The Johannian Club for generously providing the delicious
food and refreshments throughout the day, and to the staff who looked after our team
and all of the volunteers so wonderfully. Thank you also to our prize sponsors—The
Makery Collection, Fridjon Family Wines, Paint by Numbers ZA, Dance Club and Singular
& Plural—whose generous contributions added extra excitement to the occasion.
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The Spirit of Competition (All in Good Fun!)

The competitive spirit between the College Houses added an extra layer of excitement
to the proceedings. Nash House claimed a convincing victory by the amount raised,
with Alston and Clarke in second and third place. Nash again led the pack with the
highest number of donors, followed closely by Clayton and Thomson. Clarke clocked

up the highest number of volunteer hours in the call centre.

Amount Raised by House

Fleming

Hodgson R107 000

R350 000

Nash

Thomson R712 000

R365 000

Hill
R389 000

Alston
R689 000

Clayton
R390 000

Clarke
R410 000

10
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Number of Donations by House

Fleming
Hodgson 30
45
Nash
66
Thomson
60
Alston
49

Hill
54
Clarke
Clayton 54
61
Dedications

“For unearthing talent in those who deserve “Paying it forward. Let the children from all
a chance” — James Hendry walks of life thrive” — Siphokazi Dlakane

“Giving a feather so someone can have wings” “Once more with feeling, for all those
— James Harvey Shelton years in the choir” — Simon le Roux

11
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Giving Day Teams

Passionate parents and Old Johannians set up Giving Day Teams to drive investment
for the sports that are closest to their hearts, creating friendly rivalry and inspiring even
greater participation.

Amount Raised On the Day by Team
(Excluding Matching Donations) - Top 5

John Wilder Scholarship
R247 200

St John's Cricket Legacy
R480 300

Rowing - Fund the Fleet
R262 700

Basketball Initiatives
R420 100

SJC Aquatics & Waterpolo
R293 700

Dedications

“St John's provided me, a shy boy from a “SJC made my son into the fine young

different background, a home” — Anonymous man he is today” — Zamakhize Mkhize
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Amount Raised by Team
(Including Matching Donations) - Top 5

Rowing - Fund the Fleet
R512 000

St John's Cricket Legacy
R480 000

SJC Aquatics & Waterpolo
R606 200

John Wilder Scholarship
R1947 200

Adrian Walton Scholarship
R678 900

Dedications

“Every child deserves a chance to be the best “To the school that means so much to me,
version of themselves” — Siphokazi Dlakane thank you!” — Amukelani Mashele

“With gratitude to the school that helped shape “Paying it forward and changing
my character” — Nicholas Hock someone’s future” — Lungile Gabuza

13
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Number of Donors by Team - Top 5

Class of 1995 - The Luke Potter Scholarship
22

SJC Aquatics & Waterpolo
40

St John's Cricket Legacy
67

Basketball Initiatives
61

Rowing - Fund the Fleet
52

Dedications

“Lux Vita Caritas: Teach life lessons, change “Thank you for the life lessons offered through
the future. Forward in Faith!” — Antony Futter each stroke of his blade” — Anonymous

“In memory of Henry Panos whose dream it was to “With all our love from Hilton College”
send his sons to St John's” — Michel and Pierre Panos — Hilton College

14
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A Global Community United

We couldn't have achieved what we did without the unwavering support of our incredible
StJohn's community around the world. We received 578 donations from 17 countries—a
truly global network united in support of St John's College.

Amount Raised On the Day by Country
(Excluding Matching Donations)

UK Other
R278 000 R197 000

USA
R552 000
South Africa
R3 413 000
Dedications

“In support of a great school where so many of our “Forever grateful for the generosity

Pridwin Old Boys thrive!” — Pridwin Preparatory School towards my son Siza Gule " — Palesa Gule

15
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Total Amount Raised by Country
(Including Matching Donations)

Other
R197 000

UK
R 743000

USA
R 2602000
South Africa
R 5113 000
Dedications

“Plant trees under which shade you “In grateful thanks for what St Johns gave me
may never sit” — Anonymous many years ago” — Anonymous

“As an OJ from Grade 0 to Matric those were the “With great appreciation for the school's
best days of my life” — Luke Anthony Farry support and caring” — Martin Huysamer

16
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Number of Donations by Country

USA Other
35 23

UK
47
South Africa
473
Dedications

“Generosity and charity contribute to growth. “Dedication today builds character for
All have it within” — John Oxenham tomorrow” — Justin and Trudi Naylor

“A school and community that | am so proud “May the Lord continue to shine over
to be a part of” — Nicole Cherise Ross our blessed school” — Anonymous

17
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“What we can do, we ought to do. Lux Vita Caritas” — Anonymous
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Building on Our Foundation -
The 2023 Giving Day Our Story,
Your Chapter Campaign

Our first Giving Day - Our Story Your Chapter - in 2023 raised a total of R7 million.

R2.3 million raised on the day and through matching pledges was allocated to the
category: Access to Excellent Education, encompassing the StJohn's College Academy,
the Teacher Internship Programme and the Centenary Scholarship Programme. These
initiatives offer life-changing opportunities for learners and future teachers, and extend
the benefits of excellent education beyond St John's.

To find out more about the Giving Day 2023 - Our Story. Your
Chapter - and the impact on the projects it supported, please see our

2024 Advancement Newsletter: https://www.stjohnscollege.co.za/
uploads/files/Advancement-Newsletter-April-2024.pdf

In 2024, 21 Grade 12 St John's College Academy boys from under-resourced schools
achieved a BD pass, meeting the requirement for university application. Currently, 47
exceptional young men are pursuing their dreams at St John's with full Centenary
Scholarships. The Teacher Internship Programme enabled aspiring educators to
gain invaluable classroom experience while bringing fresh perspectives and additional
support to our students, preparing them to carry these skills and insights to classrooms
across the country.

The funds raised in the 2023 Giving Day made a significant contribution to these projects
in 2024.

Additionally, R1.4 million was raised in the School of Tomorrow category to develop
our magnificent buildings and facilities, particularly the New Aquatics Centre, which was
officially opened in 2023.

The remaining R3.3 million was allocated to the categories of School to Decide and
growing the Foundation Endowment, ensuring the sustainability of the College for
future generations. The school chose to allocate the funds in the discretionary category
to the Centenary Scholarship Programme.

— Noluthando Nematswerani

‘St John’s made a profound impact on my life!” — Robert Barrie

“Towards South Africa’s future leaders”

18
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This Giving Day was more than a fundraising campaign—it was
a powerful reminder of what we can achieve when we come
together as one community. Thank you for making it such a

memorable and impactful celebration.




